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Dear McLoughlin Families,

It was a crazy busy weekend. I ran around frantically trying to fit the grocery shopping,
laundry and house cleaning in between painting, going to class and catching up on
work. It dawned on me that the stress of the upcoming holidays was overriding the joy. I
needed to get a grip. I sat down and made a new Thanksgiving list that focused on the
essentials for my family and friends to have an opportunity to celebrate, comfort,
support and give thanks together. It’s a short list:

1) Have my son and daughter home safe and healthy for the holidays
2) Gather with friends and family
3) Mashed potatoes, pumpkin pie and green bean casserole (I’m a traditionalist!)
4) A warm and safe place to gather

When I begin reflecting on family and friends, our Mac family always comes to mind as
well. Every fall is a crazy busy time. We’re welcoming students, looking at data and
setting goals in between teaching, learning and taking care of day to day necessities. We
can easily get caught up in the stress and forget the joy in learning. What are the
essential elements for us to get our students ready for college, career and life? It’s a
short list too:

1) Have our students and staff at school healthy and ready to learn and work
2) Supportive, involved parents/guardians and community members
3) Clear, specific data driven learning goals
4) A warm and safe place to learn and grow

Jody
Principal, McLoughlin Middle School

Happy Holidays From McLoughlin Middle School Staff



Dates To Remember...
November 13 PTA Fundraiser Ends

November 17 Culture Fair (6-7:30 p.m.)
November 19 Fall Band/Choir/Orchestra Concert (7:30 p.m.)
November 23 1 Hr. Late Start (10 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
Nov.        25-27 No School - Thanksgiving Break

December 10 Orchestra/Choir Concert (7:30 p.m.)
December 14 1 Hr. Late Start (10 a.m., Teacher Inservice)

6:00 P.M. - PTA Meeting
December 17 Beginning Band Concert (7th period)
December 18 Early Winter Sports End
Dec. 21-Jan.  01 No School - Winter Break

January 04 Late Winter sports Season Practice Begins (7th & 8th Grade
Girls’ Swimming/7th & 8th Grade Boys’ Basketball)

January 11 l Hr. Late Start (10 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
6:00 P.M. - PTA Meeting

January 18 No School - Martin Luther King Day

January 25 l Hr. Late Start (10 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
February 03 No School - Semester Break

February 08 l Hr. Late Start (10 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
6:00 P.M. - PTA Meeting

February 15 No School - Presidents’ Day Holiday

February 22 l Hr. Late Start (10 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
February 25 7:30 Band/Choir/Orchestra Concert
March 04 2 Hr. Early Release - Student Led Conferences

March 05 No School - Student Led Conferences

March 08 l Hr. Late Start (l0 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
6:00 P.M. - PTA Meeting

March 12 Late Winter Sports Season Ends
March 22 l Hr. Late Start (l0 a.m., Teacher Inservice)
Mar. 29 - Apr. 2 Spring Break

November/December 2009



Foster Parents Needed!

Children in your community need a safe, healthy and
happy place to call home.  You can make a difference in
the life of a child by becoming a foster parent.

Service Alternatives, Inc. is a private agency providing
excellent on-going support to foster homes and children.

Please visit our website at www.servalt.com/fostercare or call Maggie at
(360) 921-1851 to learn more.

VANCOUVER SCHOOL DISTRICT #37
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION

Safely Transporting Our Future
Informational Notice

This notice is intended to communicate the Vancouver School District’s

expectations concerning school bus stop use.

Please have students at the stop five (5) minutes before the bus is expected.
Please encourage students to be good citizens while waiting for the bus by:

1. Waiting only on the sidewalk or side of the street.
(Students should never sit on curb with their feet

        in the street, walk or stand in traffic lanes.)
No horseplay that could result in a child falling into or darting out into
the street.

2. Respecting the person and property of other students at the stop.
3. Respecting the property of those who live near the bus stop.
4. Watching for and following all driver signals and directions.
5. Approaching the bus only when the door has opened.
6. Boarding the bus in a courteous, orderly manner.

Please have student(s) use only the stop they have been assigned.
Please have student(s) use the same stop in the afternoon that they use in the morning.

If it is necessary for your student(s) to use a bus stop other than the one they have been assigned, notify
the school on or before the day that another bus will be used. This notification must be in the form of a
written notice. The school staff will review and initial the information and pass it on to the driver.

Thank you for your attention concerning this important safety issue.
Please direct questions to the Transportation Department Safety and Training Office at 313-4800.



Where do I go for good online research tools?

Did you know that students can access all of Mac’s online databases at home?  All you need is an
internet connection and the following passwords.

• Login to the internet & open Mac’s homepage @ http://mac.vansd.org.
• Select the “Media Center” link at the top of the home page to open the library’s webpage.
• Go to the “Reference Desk” area on the left side of the page & select the database from the

drop down menu.
• Login to the database using the following username & password.

World Book ProQuest (Home)

Username: vancouver Username: 85-29908REMOTE
Password: worldbook Password: bigchalk

Issues & Controversies Culture Grams

User name: mcloughlin Username: mmshome
Password: facts Password: cgrams

Electric Library World Conflicts Today

Username: 85-29908REMOTE Username: mmshome
Password: bigchalk Password: cgrams

School Information

McLoughlin Middle School
313-3600

FAX Number
313-3601

24 Hr. Attendance Line
313-1456

(For the safety of your student
our automatic absentee calling
system will call the home of
every student marked absent.)

Want to e-mail a teacher?

first.last@vansd.org

Closed Campus - Once students
have arrived on campus, they are not
to leave without the dismissal from
the attendance office. Positive
identification is required when
enrolling and picking up your child.

Prescription Drug Use Facts

1 in 5 teens are using prescription drugs to get high*.

What can you do to protect your child?:
• monitor your prescription medications
• safely dispose of medications when you are done
• talk to your kids about the dangers of abusing

prescription drugs

* Office of National Drug Control Policy

More people die from drug

overdoses than from car accidents in

Washington State.  The majority of

these overdoses are due to

prescription pain relievers*.

Find out more information about the dangers of
prescription drugs at www.theantidrug.com and talk to
your child about the very real danger of misusing
prescription drugs.

*WA State Attorney General’s Office



Swim Lessons during

Winter Break

December 21-23 & 28-30, 9-10 a.m.
Cost $16 per student, per 3 day session
Jim Parsley Community Center, 4100 Plomondon,
Vancouver, WA 9866l
www.vansd.org/jpc  360-313-1060

Challenge Program

Information

Parents and teachers may refer
students for the Vancouver School
District Challenge/Honors Program
for highly capable students in
grades 1 - 8.  Referrals for screening
will be accepted through December
2, 2009.

The program has three elementary
magnets - Eisenhower, Truman and
Roosevelt, and three middle school
magnets – Discovery, Jason Lee,
and McLoughlin.  Qualified
students attend one of the magnet
schools and receive differentiated
curriculum which includes
integration of problem solving,
creative thinking, research skills,
and higher level thinking with
regular curriculum areas

Referral forms are available in all
Vancouver School District
elementary school offices or on the
district website under “Programs” at
www.vansd.org. These forms must
be returned to the Challenge Office
no later than Wednesday, December
2nd.  The address is listed on each
referral form.

If you wish additional testing and/or
program information, you are
invited to attend a parent meeting
on Thursday, November 19th from
6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at the Discovery
Middle School Gallery, 800 E. 40th

Street, Vancouver, WA  98663.

Replacement levy due for

Vancouver schools

Vancouver Public Schools will have a replacement levy
on the ballot Feb. 9.  This is a maintenance and
operations (M & O) levy to continue basic programs and
services for the next three years—through 2013.

The Board of Directors unanimously approved the
replacement levy at the Nov. 10 board meeting.  Levy
amounts are $39 million for collection in 2011, $41
million for 2012, and $43 million for 2013.  Levy
amounts are limited by the state’s 24 percent levy lid.
Levy dollars pay for teacher and support positions;
classroom supplies and textbooks; technology and
software; school safety and security; maintenance of
buildings and grounds; staff training; support for
programs and services; extended day/year learning;
education for students with special needs;
extracurricular activities and intramural sports;
substitutes; utilities, insurance and fuel; and student
transportation.

The M & O levy has provided stable funding for
Vancouver schools since 1964.

McLoughlin Middle School Mission Statement

Making a Connection



How to check for school closures

In the event of bad weather or other emergency, it may
be necessary to close schools.  Depending on the
situation, schools could be closed for one day or several
days.  Schools could open two hours later than usual or
close earlier than scheduled.

To find out if schools are closed:

• Check “Emergency School Closures” on the district
website:  www.vansd.org.

• Check the Flash Alert website:  www.flashalert.net
(select Portland/Vancouver area, then Clark County
Schools, then Vancouver School District).

• Sign up for Flash Alert text and/or e-mail messages.
Both websites listed above will take you to the
Emergency Messages page for Vancouver School
District.  Find “Emergency Alerts,” click
“Subscribe” and follow directions.

• Listen to your local radio and television stations.
• Call the School Closure Information Line at 313-

1401.

If schools are closed, the main school phone numbers
will allow you to connect to the School Closure
Information Line.

The decision to close or delay the opening of school
due to snow or icy roads usually is made early in the
morning of that school day.  If weather becomes
threatening during the school day, schools may close
early.  If schools are closed, all after-school and evening
school activities are canceled for that day.

Snow/ice routes may be used for some school bus
routes.  Families that would be impacted by altered bus
routes will receive letters with detailed bus stop
information.  Snow/ice route information also will be
sent to the schools affected and posted on school
websites.

Schools in Washington State must, by law, provide 180
days of instruction each year.  These days have been
designated as make-up days in case scheduled school
days are canceled:  February 3, June 23, June 24, and
June 25, 2009.  If school must be closed more than four
days, additional make-up days may be added.

Fee Management

Vancouver School District has
implemented a new tool for parents to
be able to see if their child has any
outstanding fines/fees. To view a
detail of outstanding fines/fees and
the history of payments you can now
access TouchBase, HDBaker’s access
for parents.

Enter the following http://
fines.vansd.org in your web browser.
To log in, enter your student’s number
in the User Name and your student’s
last name as the Password.

If your student has outstanding fees,
the following message appears:

“This student has outstanding fines.
Please click the “View open fines”
link on the right panel to view and
pay the student’s open fines.”

NOTE:  We are not set up to accept

online payments at this time.

If you wish to view your student’s
payment history, select “View student
receipts.”

With both options you can print a
ledger.

Kathleen Perry
Senior Accountant
Vancouver School District #37

PTA MAC Attire

Do you need some more

trendy MAC attire? If so the

PTA will be here every

Friday at 8:30 am selling

MAC attire. Come check it

out!


